2 Since , the EU has been equipped with an ombudsman to investigate complaints about maladministration in the EU institutions. And between  and , the EU even had a European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC, Vienna) that was collecting data and coordinating research in the area of ethnic discrimination and racism within the EU.
3 As regards the EU's external relations, the Parliament's Committee on Foreign Aff airs (AFET Committee) disposes over a subcommittee on human rights that is also responsible for minority issues. Also the council tried to give the protection of fundamental rights an institutional anchorage in the EU's foreign relations: in  the so-called COHOM was created-a working group dealing with human rights. 4 Moreover, the council tried to give its external appearance a "human rights face": since  the EU's High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy (Mr Javier Solana) has been assisted by a Personal Representative for Human Rights (since the beginning of  this position is held by Ms Riina Kionka). Th ere is, though, no internal structure within the council that specifi cally deals with human rights. In fact, the parliament recently urged the council to establish a permanent working party on "fundamental rights and citizenship" that could work in tandem with COHOM. COHOM is tasked with the collection and evaluation of information on current violations of human rights in various parts of the world and the coordination of the member states' positions on human rights issues likely to arise within all relevant international fora. It meets at least twice a year. In , its mandate was extended to include fi rst-pillar issues so as to have under purview all human rights aspects of the external relations of the EU.  See European Parliament resolution of  January  on the situation of fundamental rights in the European Union - (based on the report delivered by Giusto Catania,  December , A-/), para. . At the technical level, the negotiations on the establishment of the FRA took place in a working group entitled, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship. Th is working party is, however, of an ad hoc nature.
